
CHILTERN SOCIETY WALKS

The Chiltern Society was established over 50 years ago and is supported by 7000 members. We manage 12 conservation sites, 
and have 500 volunteers who work tirelessly to maintain and improve the Chilterns for the benefit of both residents and visitors 
alike. Over the last half century we’ve contributed well over 2,000,000 hours of volunteering effort, managed and improved 
several nature reserves and heritage sites, created long distance footpaths and cycleways (including the Chiltern Way), reviewed 
hundreds of planning applications and maintained thousands of miles of footpaths and bridleways. We have campaigned for many 
years against the damaging effects of HS2 and have loudly voiced our concerns about many serious threats to the our Green 
Belt and chalk streams. We promote the heritage of the Chilterns through our annual Heritage Festivals; and offer an extensive 
programme of walks, cycle rides and events throughout the year. www.chilternsociety.org.uk  01494 771250
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Route
With The Red Lion behind you, turn left along the narrow lane and 
continue beside the main road to Slades Garage. Cross to the left 
of the garage, walk along Beacon Hill for 660m and take the path 
on the left opposite ‘Claremont’.
1.   Go over the stile, through the wood and over the next stile into 

the Chiltern Society’s Penn Jubilee Wood. Head straight across 
the field, through a gate and continue for 250m to a path on 
the left. Turn left along the left-hand field edge and, just before 
entering the wood, turn right along a permissive path. At the end, 
turn left into the wood to a T-junction, turn right for a few metres, 
then fork right on The Chiltern Way (TCW), to a stile at the corner 
of the wood. Cross it and turn left over a second stile into a field.

2.   The route follows TCW’s Berkshire Loop for almost a mile. Cross 
the field and a stile onto a lane. Turn right along it for 60m and 
take the path on the left opposite the farm buildings. Cross the 
first stile, continue ahead over the second, and turn right along 
a wide track. In the next field, turn immediately left downhill and 
climb up the other side to cross the stile at the top. Follow the 
path through woodland, bear right down the left-hand field edge 
and up over a stile on the left into the next field. Stay in the same 
direction up and over two further stiles, then go through a gate 
onto a lane. Turn left up to the The Royal Standard of England.

3.   Turn right towards the pub car park and immediately right along 
a narrow lane to a gravel driveway at the end. Turn left through a 
gate, fork left and follow the path through three further gates into 
a wood. After a few metres fork left, following the path along the 
edge of the wood for 550m and through a gate onto an unmade 
lane. Walk up the lane to a path on the left just after a pair of 
metal field gates. 

4.   Turn left along the path to a lane, Pauls Hill. Turn right and go 
past the church to the main road. Cross it, turn right along the 
pavement and take the path straight ahead at the entrance to The 

Crown Inn car park. Turn left along the field edge and left again 
along the bottom of the car park into the woods. Follow the path 
round to the right, continue downhill then straight across the field 
to a major path junction. *The optional shorter route starts here. 

5.   Turn right along the wide track on TCW to Winchmore Hill. At 
the lane, turn left and immediately right through a gate into a 
field. Turn left along the field edge and through a gate on the left 
onto a busy lane. Cross it, go past the gate opposite and bear 
right uphill along the field edge and into the next wood. Fork left 
to a surfaced driveway and turn left up it. Just before the left-
hand bend, bear right off the driveway and straight ahead over 
a crossing path. At the end, turn right through a gate and cross 
the lane past a pond, Gawde Water. Continue ahead through two 
gates onto the grass of Winchmore Hill Common.

6.   Turn left past the children’s play area, cross the road and walk 
down to the bus shelter. Cross to the path opposite and stay 
in the same direction through two gates into a wood. Continue 
along the left-hand edge and through a gate into a field. Fork 
left across the field and pass through two more gates to a road 
in Penn Street. Cross the road and bear right past the village hall 
along a lane signposted to Penn and Beaconsfield. At the corner, 
continue straight ahead past the barrier into Penn Wood.

7.   Walk directly ahead for 100m, then turn left along a wide track for 
a further 100m and follow it round to the right. Stay on this wide 
track for 1.6km, passing The Penna on the way, then go down 
through a gate onto a busy road. Cross it into Common Wood and 
follow the main path ahead as it first descends then climbs to a 
noticeboard near the edge of the wood.

8.   Facing the map on the noticeboard, bear right for a few metres 
and turn right onto a wide path along the edge of the wood. 
Where the field on the right ends, cross straight over onto a 

Penn Jubilee 
Wood walk
With Andrew Clark

A more strenuous walk that visits the newly planted  
Jubilee Wood and several historic villages. There  
are a couple of shorter options.

START:  The Red Lion, Elm Rd, Penn HP10 8LF. Grid ref:  
SU 907937. Park alongside Widmer Pond, opposite The Red Lion
DISTANCE:  10 miles/16km, with shorter 5 and 6 mile options
TERRAIN:  Easy walking on good paths, with numerous gates  
and stiles. The main route has two uphill sections with a total  
ascent of 820ft/250m. Both shorter routes have one uphill section of 
c490ft/150m
MAPS:  OS Explorer 172, Chiltern Society 6 & 13
REFRESHMENTS:  The walk passes by or close to The Red Lion and 
The Crown Inn in Penn, The Royal Standard of England in  
Forty Green, The Plough and The Potters Arms in Winchmore Hill  
and The Hit or Miss in Penn Street
LOCAL TRANSPORT:  There are bus stops at the start of the walk  
by Widmer Pond. Please check www.traveline.info for services. Map: Glyn Kuhn 
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  smaller path and follow it for 180m to a junction. Fork left. Where 
the signed ‘long trail’ turns left, continue straight ahead and down 
to a lane. Bear right across it, take the path uphill and round to 
the left to leave the wood into a field. Cross straight over it and 
go through a gap in the hedgerow to where the shorter optional 
walk rejoins from the left. 

9.   Continue ahead, follow the track round to the right past the farm 
buildings and continue along to return to The Red Lion.

*Optional shorter route – Turn left along the wide track for 200m 
and bear right to the top. Turn left along the hedgerow and left 
again at the end to rejoin the main route at waypoint 9. There’s also 
the opportunity to make it a figure-of-eight walk by reversing the 
shorter route back to waypoint 6 and then following the main route.

Points of Interest
In the 14th century the village of Penn was home to England’s 
leading floor tilers. Their products were used at Windsor Castle, 
the Tower of London and the Palace of Westminster, as well as 
in many churches. Beacon Hill was one of a chain of beacons to 
give warning of invasion.
A. Penn Jubilee Wood was created by the Woodland Trust in 
2012 to mark the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee. In 2014 management 
of the wood passed to the Chiltern Society. Since then our 
members and volunteers have planted and maintained many 
native trees. In spring and summer the site is resplendent with 
wild flowers, butterflies, mammals and birds.
B. Lude Farm: On 12 August 1944, a USAF B17 Flying Fortress 
bomber named the Tomahawk Warrior crashed by the farm 
shortly after take-off. The crew of nine were killed and are 
remembered by name every 11 November at Penn Church.
C. The Royal Standard of England is an attractive pub, originally 
a Victorian beer house set in an older building. 
D. Holy Trinity Church is a 12th century Grade l listed building. 
Buried in the churchyard is David Blakeley, shot in 1955 by Ruth 
Ellis, the last woman to be hanged in England. The ashes of 
Donald Maclean, one of the Cambridge spies, were spread over 
his parents’ grave. On the corner of Pauls Hill is a telephone box 
which has been converted into a local history information point. 
E. Winchmore Hill is unusual in that it was once not only divided 
between the three parishes of Amersham, Coleshill and Penn, but 
was also in the counties of Buckinghamshire and Hertfordshire. 

At the turn of the 20th century most inhabitants were employed 
in farming, chair making and pottery. 
F. Penn Street gets its name from a combination of two old 
words, ‘Penn’ very probably means an enclosure and ‘Street’ 
derives from a Saxon word meaning a road used by the Romans. 
G. Penn Wood is owned by the Woodland Trust and, along 
with Common Wood, was once part of 4,000 acres of common 
land called Wycombe Heath. It was designated a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest (SSSI) in 1951.
H. Common Wood is owned by the Penn & Tylers Green 
Residents Society. They managed to raise the funds to buy it 
with backing from the Woodland Trust, the Chiltern Society, the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, the Onyx Environmental Trust and Penn 
Parish Council.

These history notes were compiled with the assistance of Miles 
Green of Penn and Tylers Green Residents Society.

Photographs of Penn can be found on our PhotoGroup’s website:  

www.chilternphoto.org.uk
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