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Denham Country Park – Water Vole Update 
10th November 2020 
 
Further to my report dated 6th September 2020 (the “report”) and my letter response to DC 
Heffernan dated 23rd October 2020 (the “letter”), this short update details my findings of a site visit 
undertaken on the 4th November 2020.  
  
The report detailed water vole signs at grid reference TQ0525386964. The letter detailed evidence 
of damage at that same site (what 3 words shell.fears.bunks) related to enabling works for HS2 
Ltd.  
 
This update provides further evidence of water vole presence within some 10m of the (original) 
report evidence and also within some 10m of on-going enabling works. This further evidence 
includes a burrow. 
 
Given that water vole live in colonies (see for example here), on the balance of probabilities, it is 
considered inconceivable that the clearance works that are also photographed in this update have 
not: 

• damaged, destroyed or blocked access to their places of shelter or protection (on purpose 
or by not taking enough care); 

• disturbed them in a place of shelter or protection (on purpose or by not taking enough 
care). 

Both of which are offences under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981. 
 
In summary, this is further evidence that the ongoing works have clearly not taken enough care, as 
fully detailed in my original report and letter.   

https://naturalresources.wales/media/5602/water-vole-guidance-for-glastir-woodland-creation.pdf


Photos 
Photos 1 to 3 were taken at grid reference TQ0524786975. This corresponds to some 10m from 
the grid reference given in my September (original) report (TQ0525386964). This can be checked 
at  https://gridreferencefinder.com/ .  
 
Photo 4 show the clearance works very nearby. It is understood that additional clearance work is 
planned north of this, where the habitat is still intact and water vole signs have already been 
identified (as per information supplied to the Metropolitan Police by ecologists working for the 
contactors). As noted above, it is considered inconceivable that existing and planned clearance 
and construction works have not caused, or will not cause, offences under the Wildlife and 
Countryside Act 1981, as detailed in the original report and letter. 
 

 
Photo 1 Water vole droppings 

 
  

https://gridreferencefinder.com/


 

 
Photo 2 Distinctively chewed vegetation (characteristic of water vole feeding) 

 



 
Photo 3 Run and burrow within 1m of photos 1 and 2 

 



 
Photo 4 Clearance work example – red arrow indicates the approximate location of water 
vole evidence in the original report; blue arrow indicates the approximate location of 
water vole evidence in this update 

 


